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TO  EIK  CliAIRMAM  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  REDD  ITCH 
URBAN  DISIRIGT  COUNCIL. 


Llp„  Cbxilrriian,  Madam  and  Gentlamon^ 

I  have  pleasure  In  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on 
tliG  health  of  the  Rodditch  Urban  District  for  the  year  1946* 

The  Minister  of  Health  has  intimated  that  the  Report  should 
again  be  produced  in  the  restricted  form  of  the  war-time  years;  but 
has  askod  for  special  reference  to  diphtheria  immunisation  and  the 
steps  taken  to  combat  infestation*  . 

In  the  statistical  section,  I  have  followed  the  usual 
nrac^'*ce  of  giving  comparable  statistics  for  the  past  two  years,  so 
ohat  ^’he  current  trend  may  be  followed:  I  have  also  again  included 
for  comparison  the  figures  for  1938,  the  last  pre-*war  year. 

The  outstanding  problem  in  the  public  health  field  is  of 
course  that  of  housing,  which  is  discussed  in  3ection  D* 

The  present  time  is  one  of  transition,  and  to  some  extent 
of  unrest*  31g  changes  in  public  health  administration  are  to  b© 
expected  when  the  National  Health  Service  Act  of  1946  Is  implonentea 
Daring  1946,  and  even  at  the  time  of  writing,  it  is  difficult  to 
form  a  clear  picture  of  the  extent  to  which  your  Council's  pov/ors 
and  duties  in  respect  of  public  health  will  bo  affected  by  tho  new 
Act:  it  would  seem  however  that  the  control  of  environmental 
hygiene  and  of  infectious  disease,  vdiicli  forms  the  bulk  of  tho 
'  juncll's  v/ork  in  this  field,  v;ill  remain  unaffected* 

I  have  pleasure  in  recording  my  appreciation  of  tho  ao*« 
operation  of  tho  Public  Health  Committee  and  of  the  Council's 
officers  throughout  the  year,  and  in  particular  of  the  loyal  support 
aGcordod  to  me  in  my  o\m  Department* 
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SECTION  A, 

STATISTICS  AND  SCOIiiL  GONDITIONS  OF  VEE  .AKKA. 

fc-  »  I  ».  II».  .m<  ->•  «  »•  M-  I  I»ni»  Ii^ii».^ii  0  |||>  l<t  o  <0 


Area  -  12,059  acres. 


Registrar  General* s  Estimate  of 

resident  population,  mid 

1946 

^  26; 040 

-  25,470 

11 

1945 

It 

1944 

-  25,940 

n 

1938 

22,560 

Number  of  Inliablted  houses,  end  of 

1940 

-  7 ; 574 

n  u 

1945 

-  7 , 445 

n  It 

1944 

~  7,437 

It  It 

•  •—  • 

1938 

«  7,116 

Rateable  Value,  1st,  October  1946 

—  £142,219 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 

-  £567. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


_.I^TIi  RATE  (Births  per  1,000  population)  :- 


1946  1945 
20,4  18,9 


1944 

».  »  -A 

24.0 


1958  1946  (Eix-^land  &  Wale^;^| 

14,5  19,1 


!■»  »  ■  ■<■  .  ...  ■«.  .  .K  ..  .....  I  «.  1.,..  ^  m.n 

Live  Births 


• 

i  * 

M  F 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitinoate 

238  248 

26  19 

486 

45 

Total  i  264  267 

I 

531 

ILLEGITIKAOy  RATE  {Total  live  Ulegitlinato  births  per  1,000 
'  "■  •  total  live  births)  . 

1946  1,945  1944  1938 
64.7  56,1  26.6  38.1 

STILL-Bmig  RATE  Still -Births  per  1,000  total  births  J- 

1946  1945  1944  1958  1946  (Eafiland  &  Wales) 

25.7  30.2  28.9  58.1  27.0 


St ill -Births 

M  P 

Total 

Legitimate 

6  7 

13 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

Total 

— - -  , 

7  7 

14 

••3 


DEA.i^-1  RAJE  (Deaths  pei>  1,000  population) 

1.946  1^5  3,944;  1958  1946 (England  &  Wales), 

9.9  11.4  11.1  11.8  11.5 


Deaths 

M  P 

Total 

118  141 

259 

’'JATERHAL  MQRTALITC  (Maternal  deaths  per  1,000  total  births) 

1946  1945  .  1,944  1958  1946 (England  fc  Wales) 

HU  2.08  Hll  2.95  1.43 


Maternal  Deaths 

Paerporal  Sepsis 

0 

Other  maternal  cause 

0 

Total 

0 

II'IFAHTlIiE  MORTALITY  (Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  ago 

per  1,000  related,  live  births) 


i2M 

1945 

mi 

1938 

»-  Ti*i  It 

1946  ( England,  5:  Wales^) 

Loglttmato  24; 7 

48;  5 

30;4 

41.4 

m 

■"logitlmato  66;7 

V4il 

69*0 

142*3 

’ 

vta  28i.2 

47*8 

32*1 

45.7 

43.0 

Infant  Deaths 

M  P 

Total 

Legitimate' 

5  '  7 

12 

Illegitimate 

1  2 

3 

Total 

6  9 

15 

CAUSES  OP  lU  TiiE  REDDITCH  URBAN  DISTRICT*  1946. 


CAUSE  OP  DEATH 

M 

P 

i  TOTAL 

MORTALITS: 

RATE  PER 

1,000  POPs 

i; 

Typhoid '&  paratyphoid  fevers 

0 

0 

0. 

0 

.  . 

C or ebro -spinal  fovor 

0 

0 

0 

0 

o « 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

*X  A 

V/h coping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5. 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6* 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

' 

system. 

5 

4 

9 

0,35 

n 

i  * 

Other  forms  of  Tuber ctilos is 

2 

1 

3 

0.12 

8. 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

2 

0 

2 

0.08 

9. 

Influenza 

0 

1 

1 

0*04 

10. 

hoaslos 

0 

0 

0  ■' 

0 

11, 

Acute  polio«^myelitls  and 

polio'-encophalitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

12, 

Acute  infectious  onoophalitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

IS. 

Cancer  of  buc.cav,  &  oosoph. 

. 

and  uterus 

0 

1 

1 

o;o4 

14' 

^ancer  of  stomach  &  duodenum 

5 

6 

11 

0.42 

^..ncor  of  breast 

*7* 

5 

5 

0.19 

•ik,  0 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

14 

9 

2-3 

o;89 

17, 

Diabetes 

0 

6 

6 

0*23 

18. 

Intra-cranial  vascular  IcslaiT 

8 

15 

23 

0;88 

19. 

Heart  Disease 

3o 

40 

73 

2.80 

20. 

Other  diseases  of 

- 

• 

circulatory  system 

2 

4 

6 

0*23 

21, 

Bronchitis 

8 

6 

14 

0*54 

22.' 

Pneumonia 

9 

5 

14 

0.54 

25, 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

3 

3 

6 

0*23 

O  ^  ’ 

« 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodontim 

2 

0 

2 

0*08 

ppy  ■ 

'  fKj  tl 

Diarrhoea (under  2  years) 

0 

1 

1 

0.04  X 

*v  >■ 

■ ppendicltis 

1 

0 

1 

o;o4 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

3 

5 

8 

o;3l 

28. 

Nephritis 

3 

5 

8 

0.31 

29, 

Puerperal  &  post -abort ion 

* 

sepsis 

r 

0 

0 

0 

50* 

Other  natornal  causes 

0 

0 

O' 

51. 

Premature  birth. 

3 

2 

5 

0.19 

32* 

Congenital  malformations. 

• 

*  ' 

birth  injuries  etc-* 

2 

4 

a 

0*23 

S3. 

Suic ido 

1 

0 

1 

0..04 

54* 

Road  Traffic  accidents 

1 

1 

2 

0.-08 

55* 

Other  violence 

2 

0 

2 

0.08 

36, 

All  other  causes 

9 

IT*/ 

26 

1*00 

3'.'  ' 

Total 

/  • 

118  I34I 

259 

9.95 

(X  Rato  per  1,000  live  births 

ti 

1.88) 

Tho  Vital  Statistics  for  the  area  compare  favourably  with 
tliosG  for  th.0  country  as  a  whole,  and,  with  the  exception  of  tho 
Illogiblmacy  Rato,  they  show  an  improvement  on  last  year^  statistics* 

Tho  Birth  Rato  (20*4)  is .satisfactory# 

11*11^  . ,»i*  II  I  >4 

Tho  IllegithnaQy  Rato  (84^7  per  1,000  live  births)  oomparoa 
very  badly  oven’ '\frt1i "TTa^s^'year^  unsatisfactory  figure*  It  v/ould  bo 
difficult  if  not  impossible  to  obtain  precise  inf037mation  as 'to  v/hy 
one  in  every 'twelve  babies  born  in  Redditch  vraa  illegitimate*  Wo 
doubt  social,  economic,  and  ethical  factors  combino  to  produce  this 
result  and  tho  relative  importance  of  these  factors  will  be  J'^dgod 
by  each  according  to  his  bent*  It  is  not,  so  far  as  causation 
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is  oonoox'nod,  a  health  problem;  but  as  regards  results  it  la, 
for  neglect  and  ill-hoalth  arc  frcqu^s-ntly  the  lot  of  those 
illogitimato  children. 


Dogtth  Rato  (9*9)  is  romarkably  low.  The  major  cauoos 
of  doath  •  v;or  J  ;  -  *  •  ‘ 


1,  Disoasos  of  the  Heart  &  Circulatory  ■■ 
System  ( Inc iTiding  apoplexy), 

,  -‘2 •  Cancer  (all  forms) 

3 /Respiratory  Disoasos  (excluding  T*B. ) 
4.  Tuborculosia 


40;9^  of  all  deaths 
15 " 
is; 5^  ”  » 

4,6^  “ 


Tuberculosis  has  steadily  dimlnishod  as  a  oauso  of  doath  in 
rocont  decades;  its  actual  significance  still  remains  higher  than  tho 
oroontago  figure  would  .suggest,  because  it  so 'frequently  strikes  in' 

.  .rly  adult  life.  Tho  circulatory  diseases  aro^  on  present  knowledge, 
largiy  non-proventablo,  and  provide  the  major  certified  causo  of 
” natural”  death  in 'old  ago.  Tho  same  may  bo  said  of  many  of  the 
respiratory  deaths.  Cancer  is  a  steadily  increasing  causo  of  doath 
t'lroughout  tho  country  (actually  tho  Rcdditch  figure  is  lower  than 
last  yoar*s),  and  since  it  is  o\u?ablG  if  detected  sufficiently  early, 
this  causo  of  death  must  be  regarded  as  prevent able* 

The  follov/lng  table  shows  tho  percentage  distribution  of 
deaths  according  to  ago 


Deaths  by  Ago  j 

Agq  in  years  ■ 

i 

0  -  1* 

5«8 

1-14 

1.5 

15  -  44 

9e7 

45  -  64 

23;9 

65  and  over 

_ 

59.1 

1 

It  is  pleasing  to  bo  able  to  record  that  there  \7oro  no 
maternal  deaths  in  childbirth  during  tho  year,  and  that  the  Stills 
!!jir fii  itat )  shows  a  marked  iraprovomont  upon  rocont  previous  years* 
!lSaose  tv/d  facts  taken  together  reflect  creditably  upon  the 'ante¬ 
natal  and  obstetric  services  available  to  Redditch  mothers. 

Tho  Infantile  Mortally 'Rato  (24.7)  is  likewise 'very 
satisfactory,^  "c sparing'  v/itK  "43 .'6'  Tor  England  and  V/ales. 

Taking  still-births  and  infant  deaths  together.  29  children 
rr't  of  545  born  failed  to  roach  one  year  of  ago. 


m6«** 

SECTION 

r  GEilEl^AL  PROVISION  OP  HEALTIi  'SERVICES ’  , 

Sep?vlcos  provided  by  the  County  Councll» 

Tho  County  Council,  as  Welfare  and  Education  Authority, 
provides  the  majority  of 'the  personal  health  services  for  the  Dlstrlot 
Tliese  serviced  include 

'  ^  Clijiics.  and  Treatment  Centres » 


Clinic 

Situation 

Time  of  Holding 

Redd itch  Infant 

y/ elf  are  Centro 
-•  —  “  ^  ^  •  •• 

> 

Old  Vicarage, 
Bromsgrove  Road* 

t 

• 

Monday  & ' Tuesday, 

2  p*m. 

Astwood  Bank  Infant 
Welfare  Centro, 

( Inc lud ing  Diphther ia 
Immunisation) 

Church  Hall, ’ 
Astw'ood  Bank* 

2nd.  &  4th; Mondays, 
2  p.m* 

Pcckonham  Infant 
Wolfaro  Centro.' 

( Including  Dipho  Irimi. ) 

Village  Hall, 
Pockenham* 

1st .Wednesdays, 

2  p*m* 

Antenatal  Clinic 

Old  Vicarage. 

Tuesdays,  10  a#m* 

School  Clinic 

Old  Vicarage. 

Thursdays, 

11*50  a*m* 

Dental  Clinic 

Old  Vicarage. 

V/odnesdays  and 
Fridays,  10  a*m* 

Orthopoedlc 

Clinic 

Old  Vicarage. 

Mondays,  10  a*n* 

Tuberculosis 

Centre 

The  Dispensary, 
Elm  Road* 

Fridays,  2  p*m* 

►  * 

Diphther  ia 
Ir.miunisation 

Old  Vicarage, 

2nd*  &  4th* 
Thursdays,9*30  a*n« 

.  A  great  deal  of  valuable  work,  directed  towards  the 
preservation  of  health  and  tho  prevention  of  disedso,  is  carried  out 
in  those  Clinics  by  the  Medical  and  Nursing  staff*  In  the  Welfare 
Centres  there  is  additional  assistance,  v/hich  is  greatly  appreciated, 
from  voluntary  v/orkors* 

(b)  Midv/ifery  Services  (domiciliary). 

Midv/ives  in  private  practice  and  employed  by  tho  District 
Nursing  Associations  are  supervised  for  this  purpose  by  tho  County 
G  ounc 11 5 

(c)  Lab  or  at  ory  Fac  il  it  ie  s ,  Tlie  County  Analyst  under  tdkes  tho 
oxamihation  of  clinical  material  ( tlu:* oat -swabs,  sputum,  blood,  etc# 
water,  milk  and  foodstuffs* 

(d)  Hosjpital^^  The  following  Hospital  facilities  are ' available, 
nos!,  af  mvlcla  are  provided,  diroctly  or  by  arrangement,  by  tho  County 

Couri/,  11  :« 


Infectious  Disease 
(including  Tuberculosis) 

'Tuberculosis 
Snallp ox 


Bronsgrovo,  Droitwlch  and  Roddttoh 
Joint  Hospital  (Bromsgrove ) 

Knightv/iok  Sanatorium  and 
Hay ley  Green  Sanatorium* . 

V/*C*C*  Smallpox  Hospital, 

VJorcoster  • 
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Mary  Stophons  Maternity  Hospital, 
StoiirbridgoJ  and  Liicy  Baldwin 
Hatornity  Hospital,  Stoin^port* 

The  Children's  Hospital, 

Birninghan* 

Snallv/ood  Hospital,  Rodditch. 

The  General  Ho3pital,BimlnGhari* 

The  Royal  Inf  ir nary,  VJorccstor*  . 

The  General  Hospital, Birninghan* 

Tho  Royal  Inf irnary,WoroootGr * 

The  Bronsgrovo  Public  Assistance 
Institution* 

Barnsloy  Hall  Mental  Hospital, 
Bronsgrovo;  and  Pov/ick  Mental 
Hospital,  Malvern* 

t 

■\  > 

In  addition  to  tho  foregoing  hospital-facilities  provided  by  or 
through  thb  County  Council,  Rodditch  residents  have  access  to  the 
Sr.iallv/ood  I^ospital  for  general  illness.  Also  there  were,  in  1946,  two 
privately  .provided  Nursing  Hones  (supervised  by  tho  County  Council), 
which  took.' chiefly  natornity  cases* 

Tlie  Diphtheria  Imnunisation  Sorvico.  (see  Section  P)  is  provided 
j*oin-?l>^by  tW  Vrban  Dfstrict  Cdunc'il  and  the  County  Council,  the 
latter  being ‘responsible  for  tho  innunisation  of  children  under  five 
ars  of  ago* 

The  Anbulanco  Sorvico;*^  An  onbulancc  is  provided  by  the  Joint ‘Hospital 
*Lh'£rd  for  'tho'Vbhvoyanco  of  infectious  cases*  For  other  cases,  an 
aiibulanco  ‘  is  provided  by  the  Urban  District  Council*  Thanks  arc  duo 
to  tho  St.  John*s  Anbulanco  Brigade,  whose  nenbors  have  given  valuable 
assistance  in  staffing  the  anbulance  at  week-ends  and  during  holiday 
periods* 

Health  Education*  Tlie  Council  subscribes  to  the  Central  Council  for 

Elducat ion*  In  May  1946  display-racks  were  placed  in  tho  British 
iLustaurant,  tho  Libraries  (Rodditch  and  Astwood  Bank),  the  Food  Office, 
and  tho  Ratos  Departnont,  for 'the  exhibition  of  educational  leaflets 
\7hich  were  free  to  tho  public.  The  leaflets  were  changed  week  by  week 
throughout  tho  ronainder  of  the  year*  They  were  prepared  by  the  Central 
Council,  and  related  to  such  natters  of  personal  and  onvironriontal ' 
hygiene  as  care  of  tho  foot,  digestion,  relaxation  and  sleep,  rest, 
prevent  ion  of  spread  of  disease,  prevention  of  flics,  and  prevention 
of  accidents,  Approxlnately  1, 000 ' loaf lots  wero  distributed  to  the 
public  in  this  v/ay  dwlng  the  year* 

Publicity  in  respect  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation 
was  undertaken  in  conjunction  with  the  national  campaign;  tho  personal 
approach  by  the  medical  and  health  visiting  staff  of  tho  County  Council 
being  sVipported  by  advertisements  in  tho  local  press,  the  display  of 
'  and  the  exhibition  of  slides  in  the  cinemas* 


4*3  Maternity 


03  Children's  diseases 

6...  Tonsil'oc  adenoid  oases 

7  ,  ^.Ruorporal  Fever  &  Pyrexia 

oases 

•  ■  * 

3*  'Venereal  Disease 

/ ,  .  •  •  •'  •  1  ,  • 

Public’  Assistance  Cases 
(General) 

10ft  Public  Assistance  Cases 
(Mental) 


SEGTIOIJ  C. 


SAKITART  GIRCUI;ISTANGSS  OF  THE  AREA. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Sanitary  Inspection  has  boon  riaintainod  at  a  level  adequate  to 
deal  with  all  oonplaints,  and  in  addition  to  carry  out  certain 
Ih'.iitod  surveys#  The  scope  of  those  surveys  could  with  advantage  bo 
greatly  extended;  but  limitations  of  staff,  duo  particularly  to  the 
heavy  demands  on  timo 'associated  with  the  investigation  of  applications 
for  building  liconces,  has  so  far  precluded  this*  Details  of  tho 
•1‘nspections  made  are  included  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  in 
-is  report# 

WATER  SUPPLY, 

Tlioro  has  boon  no  substantial  change  in  the  water  supply  to 
tho  District  during  the  year#  Tho  groat  majority  of  tho  houses  in 
the  area  are  supplied  with  piped  water  from  the  East  Woroostorshiro 
Watorv/orks  Company,  and  this  water  is  sampled  ovory  month 'by  tho 
Company,  and  is  constantly  found  to  bo  pure  and 'whole some*  In 
addition  to  the  samples  taken  at  the  boro-holos,  tho  water  in 
circulation  has  since  October  1946  boon  sampled  periodically  at 
randomly  soloctod  points  throughout  tho  District#  In  all,  37  samploo 
havo  been  analysed,  both  chemically  and  bactoriologically,  and  tho 
results  havo  been  uniformly  satisfactory. 

Particulars  of  the  water-supply  available  in  the  District  are 
as  follows 


Number  of 
Houses# 

Approximate 

Population. 

Piped  supply  direct 
to  the  house. 

6,9S9 

24,200 

Served  by  standpipe. 

475  ' 

1,700 

Served  by  well  or  spring# 

140 

500 

■  Approximately  140  dwelling -houses  are  still  dependant  upon 
v\roll-waters,  and  some  of  these  are  known  to  bo  polluted#  The  aroa^ 
particularly  affected  are  Ipsley,  Berrow  Hill,  Wadbury  Hill,  Tippings 
Hill,  and  Bradley  Green#  Schemes  to  extend  the  mains  to  those  areas 
(with  the  exception  of  Ipsley)  have  been  formulated 'but  not  carried 
into  effect*  The  Implementation  of  these  proposals,  v;hich  would 
bring  a  pure  water-supply  to  about  60  houses, 'is  a  necessary 
contribution  to  the  public  health  of  Redditoh*  Two  wells  wore 
abolished,  and  mains. supply  laid  on,  during  tho  year# 

Those  dwelling-houses  which  are  served  by  stand-pipes  have 
the  use  of  an  adequate  supply  of  wholesome  water  but,  owing  to  thoir 
relative  inaccessibility,  stand-pipes  do  not  make  for  a  high  standard 
of  personal  or  domestic  hygiene# 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEV/ERACE# 

Apart  from  new  buildlng-sitos,  there  was  no  major  extension  of 
sewerage  during  tho  year,  and  approximately  lOfo  of  tho  houses  in  tho 
District  are ' dependant  upon  conservancy  methods  for  the  disposal  of 
their  sewage#  Nuisance  from  overflowing  cesspools  recurs  int  omit  tent  ly 
particularly  in  tho  Bordosloy  area#  Special  attention  was  paid  during 
1946  to  the  abolition  of  pail-closots,  and  an  extended  account  of 
this  survey  is  given  in  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report 
appended  hereto#  Dospite  difflcultios  in  obtaining  materials  and 
labotir,  ten  promises  previously  provided  v/ith  pail-closots  wore 
connected  to  tho  sowers;  and  olovon  promises  previously  dependant 
upon  cos spools  wero  similarly  connoctod. 
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R6S’u20"''#ollGc-bion  and  dlppopal  arc  , .supervised  by  the  Surveyor. 

Hin'So'aro  normally  omptiod  f ortnlghtlyo  IbLis  froquency  is 
1  .Mr;.=oiy  suffioio'nv  to  prevent  nuisanoo  arisineq  in  hot  wcathor;  it 
'.'otiVGs  no  rosorvG  for  uruivoidablo  ‘ dolay^  and  when  ov/ing  to  adverse 
noathor -conditions,  holidays^  etco^  there  is  any  extension  of  the 
.f o.r tnlghtl^;^  interval^-,  complaints  are  received  in  the  Health  Department. 
IIou.s(d;)’oMe.r3  experience  some  difficulty  in  obtaining  replacomentsfor 
’•'•npcut'i'/o  binsi  '  * 

. DiGpQ.sal  is  by  tipping,  and  the  tips  are  inspected  periodically 

hy  the  Sanitary  Staffs  Huisanco  from  rats  or  flies  has  occasionally 
roportod.;,  but  has  not  boon  serious  in  dogi’oo;  full  control  of 
'aLpping  so  as  completely  to  eliminate  nuisance  is  not  practicable 
the  lTm5,tGd  staff  at  present  available,  for  the  worhp 
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irch  as  an-  indirect  result  of  the  notification  of  a 

..c.ar'.e  of  enter ic  fever;-  samples  were  taken  nf  the  v/ator  in  Salters 
I-ano  Brook  .which'^  shortj^,’-  bo.foro  it  enters  tho  Batohloy  Road  Housing 
Estdtoy  crarries  an  oxtens ivo  growth  of  wator=^c.rossc  Tho  samples  wore 
found  to  be  hoavily  pollutod;  and  the  pollution  was  tracod  to  tho 
sowago -'disposal  plant  at  Kowoll  Grange  (in  tho  Bromsgrovo  Rural’ 
strict).  Ihe  Grange  v/as  at  that 't me  occur) ied  by  the  Military,  and 
■ne ,  disposal-plant  was  ovor  loaded,  so  tliat  a  grossly  under  treated 
effluent  was  discharged  into  the  brooko  Ak  an  immodiato  stop,  tho 
brook  was  cleared  of  odiblo  cross’and  notices  warning  against  tho 
grrbhering  of  orc^ss  wore  dinplayodr  Tiro  question  of  romodying  tho 
sou;ro<^  o:r  the  troub’io  was  taken  up  with  tho  Rural  District  Council; 
rhe  matter  huwovor  solved  itself  tor.ipora.rily  as  tho  Military  vacated 
Howell  Grange,  and  when  subsequently  this  was  taken  over  by  the.  Homo 
Cf.i’ico  arrangemonts  wore  made  for  tho  dispo.nal^plant  to  bo  oonnocted 
to  the  Redditoh  sowers . 

,  I 

.  HvMIlTG  BATH. 

Tho  indooX*  sv^hmaing-bath^^  provided  by  tho  Council  and  suporvi.ser^_ 
'by  tho  Survey  or,  was  open  froorr  Is  to  April  till  Septombor  SOtho  The 
■,/.ator  is  in  closed  circulation  and  is  subjoctod  to  continuous  rapid 
filtration  and  ohiorinatlon® 


PUBLIC  SHOWERS. 


Tho  Bathing  Sts. t ion  in  Evosham  Street,  originally  provided-  during 
tho  war  as  a  Gas  Cloansing  Station,  cOnbinubd  until  November  1946  to 
bo  available  to' tho  public  for  s"' -baths®  With  tho  diminution  in 
tho  numbers  of  troops  stat  *  tnua- in  tho  District,  domand.s  upon  the 
showers  fell  to  a  low  level,  and  it  becamo  urecor'^’-’bsal  to  continue 
thorn  e 


VERMINOUS  PREMISES, 


X..  *  .  . 


On  the  whole,  infestations  of  proriisos  are  raro  in  Rodditch,  A 
■■^ew  instances  of  bug  and  floa  inf ostc?Lb ion  wore  doa.lt  wibh  during  tho 
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It  is  'bolioved  that  all  major  infestations  by  rats  have  now  boon 
l-.v ought  under  control  ip.  those  part.s  of 'tho  District  .for  which  your 
Ctu:.ncil  is  rosponsiblo  «  that  is  to  S£iy,  in  all  but  agricultural 
promiros  and  lands,  which  aro  tho  re.gpor.sibility  of  tho  V\far  Agrioul.t^* 
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al.  Ex<  jc'u  i  ivo  G  arnn  it  t  o o  ® 

'Eao  Ministry  of  Food  introduced  a  Domostlo  Promises  Survey 


Sohono  In  4-JUI7;  1946,'  and  Implenontation  of  the  scheiao  coinnioncedi 
In  Rodditoh  In  August#  Essentially,  this  involved  a  ho«so-*to-hoiiflo 
survey,  and  Its  objective  was  to  detect  and  ollninate  nlnor 
Infestations,  with  a  vlev/  to  preventing  new’raajor  Infestations  frcn 
being  built  up#  The  results  of  this  survey,  so  far  as  it  toolc  plaog 
in  1946,  are  included  in  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report# 

Two  ‘’nalntenahco  troatnonts”  of  sowers  revealed  only  very 
trivial  infestation# 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES# 

The  only  business  carried  on  in  Rodditoh  which  Is  subject  to 
supervision  as  an  “Offensive  Trade”  is  a  Imaokorb  yard.  This  is  Icopt 
under  observation  and  oonplios  with  all  reasonable  sanitary  roquirononts# 

FACTORIES. 

The  Council  has  duties  under  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  to 
maintain  a  register  of  factories;  to  inspect  then  and  be  satisfied 
as  to  the  adequacy  of  sanitary  convonioncos  and  means  of  escape  from 
fire,  and  as  to  suitability  of  drinking  water  supplies;  to  supervise 
all  factories  in  which  no ‘mechanical  power  is  used  in  respect  of 
cleanliness, .overcrowding,  temperature -control,  ventilation-  and 
drainage  of  floors;  to  Inspect  all  bakehouses  and  see  that  the  special 
requirements  of  the  Act  are  mot;  and  to  supervise  the  working 
conditions  of  Homo  V/orkors# 

■  This  work  was  maintained  during  the  year,  and  the  Senior 
Sanitary ' Inspector  includes  In  his  Report  a  statement  of  inspections 
nado  etc## 

SMOI^  ABATEI\^BNT. 

Redditch  is  fortunate* in  not  being  troubled  to 'any  extent  by 
smoke  from  factory  chimneys#  The  domestic  hearth  is,  however, 
responsible  for  much  pollution  of  the  atmosphere  and  I  look  forward 
to  tho  tine  when  scientific  aohlovonent  can  produce  a  snokoloss  fuel 
at  a  price  within  roach  of  all  consmiers#  It  is  also  to  be  hoped 
that  with  tho  development  of  post-war  housing  attention  will  bo  paid' 
to  tho  installation  of  heating-appliances  which  do  hot  produce  smoko, 
including  grates  capable  of  burning  snokoloss  fuels# 
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SECTION  D. 

' HOUSING > 

The  nornal  v:ork  of  the  Publ;*o  Health  Dopartnont  in  respect 
of  housing  is  nainly  oar-riod  out  in  j,'u:suanoo  of  the  roquirononts  of 
the  Housing  Act  1936  and  the  Public  Health  Act  1936,  and  conprisoa 
(i)  the  naintonanco  of  dv/o  11  ing -houses  in  a  sanitary  and  habitable 
state  (ii)  the  donolition  of  closure  of  individual  houses  v/hich  are 
insanitary  and  cannot  bo  repaired  at  reasonable  expense  (Hi)  the 
oloaranco  or  rodevolopnont  of  areas  where  insanitary  dwellings  are 
congested  (“sluii  oloaranco'’)  and  (iv)  the  prevention  and  abatonont 
of  overcrowding,. 

In  every  oho  of  those  four  fields  of  work  -  v/hlch  taken 
together  constitute  one  of  the  major  contributions  which  the 
Dopartnont  can  make  to ‘the  health  of  Rodditch  -  work  is  slov/od  down 
almost  to  a  standstillo 

The  maintenance  of  houses  in  a  sanitary  state  requires  labour 
and  materials.  Those  have  boon  so  limited  that  it  has  boon  difficult 
even  for  the  willing  landlord  to  meet  his  obligations:  v/hile  the  owner 
-^0  would  prefer  not  to  spend  money  on  his  property  is  provided  with 
a eady -made  ■  excuse  so  that  it  is  hard-to  bring  the  pressure  of  the 
law  upon  him,  Liconcos  are  required  for  building -mater lals ; 
investigation  is  required  before  liconcos  can  bo  issued.  As  houses 
■'otoriorato  complaints  increase.  So  the  v7ork  of  investigation  has 
become  exceptionally  heavy,  while  the  fruits  of  the  work  seem  at  tines 
liardly  worth  the  labour.  Repairs  are  in  fact ‘restricted  to  urgent 
necessity  -  i,o,  houses  are  kept  weatherproof,  free  from  physical 
danger,  and  clear  of  gross  fi?-th:  no  more.  The  diversion  of  labour 
and  materials  to  now  building  is  an  understandable  enough  policy;  but 
one  cannot  help  fooling  that  to  keep  ton  houses  from  becoming  derelict 
is  more  worth  while  than  building  one  how  one, 

Tlie  other  three  housing -functions  of  the  Health  Department  all 
require  for  their  exorcise  the  provision  of  now  housing-accommodation: 
so  in  all  only  the  most  restricted  achievement  was  possible  in  1946, 
Because  an  insanitary  house  is  bettor  than  none,  demolition  and  closure 
are  considered  only  when  a  building  becomes  physically  dangerous;  so 
no  Demolition  Orders  v/ore  made  during  the  year,  notv;iths tending  that 
well  over  200  houses  are  known  to  be  totally  unfit*  ”Slum-cloaranoo’* 
is  completely  in  abeyance.  Overcrowding  is  rife,  and  for  lack  of 
alternative  accommodation  it  cannot  bo  relieved.  The  Housing  Act 
standard  of  overcrowding  is  altogether  unsatisfactory;  but  there  can 
bo  no  question  of  adopting  higher  standards ‘while  oven  this  cannot  bo 
achieved,  ’’Permitted  numbers”  are  exceeded.  Lack  of  bedrooms 
precludes  proper  segregation  of  the  sexes*  Infants  and  older  children 
must  share  beds  with  their  parents,  V/omon  must  bo  confined  in  homos 
'v/hore  no  separate  room  or  facilities  are  available*  Young  couples 
start  their  married  lives  in  the  crowded  homos  of  their  parents*  Old 
people  are  crowded  together  with  little  children,  so  that  the  former 
have  none  of  the  peace  and  quiet  that  they  have  a  right  to  oxpoot  in 
tvi^ir  declining  years,  ‘while  the  latter  are  curbed  in  their  natural 
-id  healthy  activities, 

I  have  laid  stress  on  this  problem  of  overcrowding  because  an 
account  of  the  health ‘of  the  people  of  Rodditch  in  1946  v;ould  bo 
incomplete  without  it.  It  is  a  major  social  factor  whoso  influence 
on  health  is  hard  to  moasiiro  but  is  undoubtedly  great.  It  is  not  of 
course  a  problem  peculiar  to  Rodditch:  indeed,  the  essential  remedy  - 
new  houses  -  is  forthcoming  in  Rodditch  more  effectively  than  In  many 
other  similar  towns. 

The  development  of  Council-ovmed  housing  has  raised  In  acute 
form  the  very  difficult  problem  of  selection  of  tenants.  This  is  not 
primarily  a  function  of  the  Health  Department;  but  the  Council’s 
’’points  scheme”  gives  full  weight  to  such  health  factors  as  overcrowding 
insanitary  accommodation,  and  sickness,  and  consequently  a  largo 
proportion  of  applications  call  for  investigation  by  the  Sanitary 
staff. 


/ 
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Proelso  Infoxn-iatlon  as  to  tho  minbors  of  unfit  housqs^  A-nd  .  ^ 

tho  prcvalonco  and  dogroo  of  ovor crowding^  Is  lacking;  a  no\?  survey 
is  noodod.  As  regards  overcrowding  such  a  survey  could  give  '  • 
Infornatlon  of  only  limited  value,  since  tho  situation  is  constantly 
changing:  and  oven  in  rospoct  of  unfit  houses  tho  rato  of  dotorioratlon, 
owing  to  lack  of  naintonaheo,  is  such  that  tho  number  is  rapidly 
increasing.  Novcrtheloss,  a  nov/  survey  is  an  essential  prolimlnax*y 
to  ronodying  tho  position,  and  v;as  in  fact  oomnonood  in  1946# 

One  result  of  tho  shortage  of  housing  has  boon  an  Incrdaso  in 
applications  for  the  use  of  temporary  and  novoablo  dwellings*.  Those 
require  supervision,  and  tho  Council* s  policy  has  boon  to  grant 
licences  for  limited  periods  in  rospoct  of  dwellings  on  a  few 
satisfactory  sites  only*  Another  direct  result  of  tho  housing 
shortage  v/as  an  influx  of  ’’squattors"  into  tho  District  In  August 
1946  and  subsequently  those  people  took  up  rosidonco  in  tho  unoccupied 
single  mon*s  quarters  in  a  largo  housing  estate  belonging  to  tho 
lAinistry  of  Aircraft  Production*  Oho  minimal  essential  rcqulrononts 
to  make  tho  promises  habitable  were  eventually  mot,  and  officers  of  ; 
tho  Health  Department  gave  what  assistance  they  could,  though 
responsibility  for  those  dwellings  is  not  vested  in  the  Local  Authority* 


IXiring’tho  year  Council  houses  wore  built,  25  pornandnt, 
50  temporary houses  also  v/er©  built  by  private  ontorprlso, 
making,  a- total  of  129  now.  houses  during  tho  year* 
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SECTIOH  E, 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD. 


(1)  POOD  PREI.IISES. 

WH  H  f  .<1  ^Mm^rnwm  im'  m  ♦  i>  •«< 

All  prenisos  where  food  is  prepared,  stored,  or  sold  arc  subject 
to  ins  pc  or  ion  to  onsuro  that  thoy  conply  v>ith  the  roquircnonts  of 
Section  13  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act  1938o  This  Act  has  not  in 
general  boon  fully  inplencntod  yet,  owing  to  the  intervention  of  the 
waro  A  general  ’'tightening -up”  of 'the  control  of  food  in  all  stages 
of  preparation,  storage,  transport,  and  sale  is  needed,  in  order  to 
diminish  wastage  of  food  duo  to  spoiling,  and  to  nininiso  the  risk 
of  food-borne  disease.  Cleanliness  of  promises,  utonsils,  and  personnel 
is  tho  essential  requirement:  provision  of  adequate  washing -facilities, 
and  education  in  their  use,  arc  necessary  prerequisites.  Increasing 
attention  has  boon  paid  to  this  work  during  1946,  but  shortage  of 
labour  and  materials  has  to  some  extent  stood  in  tho  way  of  nocossary 
structural  improvements.  ■ 

A  detailed  survey  of  all  food-promises  in  tho  District  is  planned 
for  1947-8.-,  Eating  houses  in  particular  call  for  close  supervision. 

(2) 

The  control  of  slaughtering,  meat-inspection,  and  meat- 
transportation  is  nov7  in  tho  hands  of  tho  Ministry  of  Pood.  Complaints 
of  soiling  of  meat  arriving  in  Roddltch  duo  to  unsatisfactory  transport 
arrangements  have  boon  rocoivod  in  tho  Public  Health  Department;  and 
representations  to  tho  Ministry  of  Pood  have  resulted  in  improvement 
in  thg  condition  of  the  vans. 

By  informal  arrangement  tho  private  slaughter  of  pigs  for  hone- 

consumption  has  boon  subject  to  inspection  in  many  instances,  and 
diseased  moat  has  boon  diverted  from  human  consumption.  Slaughtoi*non* s 
licences  have  been  renewed  subject ’to  tho  requirement,  among  others, 
that  a  humane  killer  shall  be  used.  Slaughtering  is  still  centralised, 
and  a  declaration  of  the  G-overnmont's  future  policy  as  regards 
■’aughbering  is  awaited.  Centralised  slaughtering  has  proved  advant- 
>us  in  a  number  of  respects,  and  is  likely  to  remain;  but  it  is 
not  yet  clear  v/hothei*  slaughter-houses  are  likely  to  bo  controlled  by 
tho  Ministry  of  Pood,  the  Local  Authorities,  or  the  moat-trade. 

( 3 )  MILK. 

-  There  were  80  dairy-farms  registered  in  tho  Rodditch  District  in 
1946:  the  approximate  nuiab or  of  milch -cows  was  950,  and  the  average  total 
daily  output  abcoit  2,400  gallons,  which  exceeds  by  about  19^  tho 
milk  consumed  in  tho  District.  There  wore  4  producers  of  T.T.  Milk 
and  11  of  Accredited  milk  in  the  District:  and  of  the  total  milk 
consumed ■  (whether  produced  in  the  District  or  not)  approximately  11^ 
was  T.T.,  50%  Pasteurised,  10^  'sterilised,  and  the  remaining  29^' 
was  rav/  undesignatod  milk.  No  T.T*  pastoiorisod  milk  was  sold  as  such, 
and  all  milk  from  Accredited  prodi’iccrs  was  pasteurised  or  sold  as 
raw  undesignatod  milk. 

Tho  work  of  the  Health  Department  in  respect  of  milk  comprises 
(1)  the  registration  of  dairymen  and  dairy  farms  and  tho  issue  of' 
licences  to  deal  in  designated  milks  (2)  tho  inspection  and  super¬ 
vision  of  all  cow-sheds  and  dairies,  and  of  tho  health  and  cleanliness 
of  dairy-workors  (3)  the  submission  of  samples  for  analysis  under  tho 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders,  to  onsueo  that  the  special 
standards  applicable  to  designated  milks  ai‘o  maintained  (4)  tho 
submission  of  samples  of  non-do signatod  milk  under  the  Milk. and 
Dairies  Orders,  for  bacteriological  examination  as  a  chock  on 
cleanliness  in  production,  and  (5)  the  investigation  of  complaints  as 
to  uncloanllnoss  of  milk  or  bottlos,  premature  souring,  etc.  This 
work  Y/as  carried  out  during  1946  as  fully ^as  possible  with  the  staff 
available,  and  details  of  inspections  etc.  are  given  in  tho  Senior 


-In¬ 
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of  anaJya<5s. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  be  able  to  record  that  all  sanples  of  nilk 
wore  found  to  bo  satisfactory,  Nevertholoss  it  is  to  bo  renomberod 
that  theua  arc  only  samples,  and  represent  an  Infinitesimal  part  of 
the  nilh  sold  in  Rodditoh;  and  against  these  results  is  to 'bo  sot  the 
fa<>t  that  the  conditions  at  tho  farms  are  not  in  all  oases  sat lsfactbr.y> 
and  some  of  tho  raw  non-des Ignat ed  milk  supplied  must  be  regarded  as 
potentially  productive  of  disease «  It  would  soon  that  tho  diffioultios 
of  cloan  milk-production  are  such  that  the  objective  of  a  safo  milk 
supply  in  tho  district  can  only  be  not  by  pasteurisation  of  all  non- 
designated  milk. 

Tho  ’'appointed  day”  under  tho  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  &  Dairies) 

Act  1944,  when  control  of  nilk-production  will  pass  from  Local 
Authorities  to  tho  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  has  not  yet  boon 
announced t 

ICa  CRBAIi. 

Tho  methods  of  control  and  production  of  ioe-cJ^'oan  Caxio  in  for 
a  good  deal  of  attention  during  1946 o  Before  the  war,  ico-crean  had 
come  to ‘bo  recognised  as  of  an  importance, from  a  public -ho a 1th  point 
of  viev/,  comparable  with  that  of  milk#  Very  variable  in  food-valuo, 
it  was  at  its  host  highly  nutritious:  and  v/hother  of  high  or  low  food- 
valuo  it  was,  ov/ing  to  its  nature  and  tho  methods  of  its  production, 
an  important  potential  vehicle  of  disease#  During  the  war^ 
production ‘ceased#  After  the  war,  demand  was  high  and  profits 
tremendous,  with  the  result  that  prodtiction  boomed  in  1946*  With 
this  there  came  a  demand  from  Sanitary  Authorities  for  increased 
powers  to  control  the  cleanliness  and  quality  of  ico-oroam:  and  the 
outbreak  of  typhoid  fever  in  Aborystivyth  in  July  and  August  drove 
the  point  homo# 

Samples  v/ore  taken  from  all  producer  1  and  many  retailors 
tliroughout  tho  season,  and  were  submitted  for  analysis*  There  are 
no  legal  standards  for  ice-cream,  but  the  results  of  analysis  (sot 
out  in  tho  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report)  clearly  indicated  that 
certain  dealers  were  retailing  a  dirty  product,  and  a Is 6  brought 
out  the 'worthlessness,  from  a  nutritional  point  of  view,  of  some 
samples*  In  view  of  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  raw  materials,  no 
attempt  was  made  to  encourage  the  sale  of  ice-cream  of  high 
nutritional  value:  attention  was  centred  upon  cleanliness  of 
production  and  the  attainment  of  a  satisfactory  bacteriological 
analysis#  Firms  whose  product  proved  unsatisfactory  were  visited; 
and  the  process  of  ice-cream  production  followed  through  from 
beginning  to  end,  attention  being  concentrated  on  cleanliness  of 
promises,  utensils,  and  staff  at  every  stage#  Tho  result  was 
invariably  a  marked  improvement  in  subsequent  samples# 

Following  the  typhoid  outbreak  in  Aberystwyth,  all  Reddltoh 
ice-cream  dealers  were  interviewed 'and  inquiry,  made  as  to  a  history 
of  typhoid,  paratyphoid,  d^soiitory,  or  other  ‘hdirrrhoe al”  disease 
in  any  mem'ber  of  the  staff.  Ho  snob  hi.^tory  was  o'btalned  in  any 
caso* 
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SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF.  AND  COHTROI.  OVSR.  PiyEOyiOqS  ANQ  Oa^gt 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCTLSIS)  PIBINO  1946  t~ 


Disoaso 

CbrJ^ootod. 

Notifications 

Oases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Deaths 

Small -Pox 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

4 

3 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

41 

33 

0 

Measles 

4 

0 

0 

Whoop  ing  ough 

7 

0 

0 

Typhoid  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

1 

1 

0 

Dysentery 

0 

0 

0 

Oerobro-spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

0  . 

Acute  Pollomyolitls 

0 

0 

0 

Encephalitis 

•0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

3 

1 

0 

Acute  Pneumonia 

5 

1 

14 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

5 

3 

0 

Ophthalmia  no  onat orum 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

71 

43 

14 

The  flGtires  given  in  the  table  are  for  corrootod  nottf icatlona^ 
i*e,  confirned  oases  of  the  disease*  The  figure  for  deaths  froci 
pnounon^  is  not  re  datable  to  the  figure  for  notlf  loations:  pnouricnla 
is'  not  'infrequently  entered  as ‘the  cause  of  death  in  oases  vAioro 
there  has  been  no  notification. 

The  table  shows  that  the  town  remained  remarkably  free  fren 
Infootious  disease  throughout  the  year# 

There  were  no  cases  of  ainall*»poy  during  the  yoar^  Ulnet^oi^* 
contacts  of  cases  occuiring  e Is owhor e *wer o  kept  under  sux^relllano®. 

The  cases  of  diphthyia  are  of  sorne  interest^  as  oxo«plifV^J^ 
the  difficulty  of ‘ diagnosis'  '■flaat  may  arise  in  a  dhild  who  Is  nearly# 
but  not  perfectly,  immune  to  the  disease;  such  children  ccuat  bo  very 
frequent  among  those  who  have  boon  artlfioldlly  jbnrtunlsed  seno  years 
before.  One  of  the  patients,  a  child  of  12,  had  boon  imctunlaod  five 
years  before:  she  was 'seen  by  her  doctor  on  account  of  sore  throat 
of  scone  days’  duration,  and  was  hardly  ill:  the  appearance  of  the 
throat  at  the  time  of  first  examinatlon'Was'not  such  as  to  surest 
diphtheria  «  but  a  swab  yielded  virulent* Uiphthdria**bapHXJ^wil3'<shlld  did 
not  roquiro  hospitalisation  or  specific  t3>oati‘.iont  for  diphtheria. 

Tho  case  must  be  classified  as  diphtheria,  because  the  child  had  a 
sore  throat  and  slight  illness  and  was  found  to  bo  harbouring 
diphtheria  organisms.  Such  a  case  must  therefore  bo  returned  as 
diphtheria  in  an 'immunised  child:  but  what  a  contrast  with  tho 
typical  disease  I  Of  the  other  throe  cases,  two  were  of  similar 
typo:  they  were ' detained  in  hospital  for  throe  and  four  weeks 
respect Ivoly,  as  they  wore  harbouring  diphtheria  organisms^  fourth 
case  however  was  typical  diphtheria  of  moderate  severity  in  a  boy 
of  eight  immunised  throe  years  previously. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Hie  numbers  of  children  who  conplotod  a  course  of  Immunisation 
during  tho  year  1946  are  as  follows 

Primary  Immunisation 

Under  5  years  old  386 

5-14  years  old  59 

Reinforcing  ( ’’booster”  ) injection  T-  21Y 


December  “ 


tate*'  of  Redd  It  eh  •'Children  on 


ollOVi^  Vi*- 


-JlgD 

0-1 

1  .  .  .  '...J 

'  1  - 

:  j  -f 

2  - 

1 

1  3  - 

■  * 

4  - 

5-9 

10-15 

Total 

Number 

Immunised 

10 

-  r 

240 

420 

I-  ■ 

I  349 

406 

1603 

1267 

• 

4,295 

Population 
(Approx* ) 

2,460 

— -^-7 - 

3,330 

5,790 

Imriunisod 

!   ....  » 

m,oio 

86,2^ 

w 

74o2^ 

\ 

ih©  comparable  percentage  figures  on  December  31st, 1945 
v/ere  ;- 


% 

»'  * 

1 

! 

i 

Immunised 

51  el^ 

1  79,5^ 

66,8;^ 

These  figures  relate  only  to  children  loiown  to  have  been  ‘  ^ 

immunised;  they  are  directly  conparablo  with  Iasi:"  yearns  figures, 
but  not  with  those  published  in  previous  years,  when  an  estimate 
was  included  of  children  Immunised  prlvatelyo 

The  figures  arc  as  yet  far  from  ideal;  particularly  would  one 
like  to  see  a  larger  percentage  of  children  under  5  years  old 
protected.  Nevertheless  the  percentage  rates  comparo  very  favourably*/, 
with  those  for  most  other  Districts  and  for  the  whole  country, 
thanks  largely  to  the  efforts  of  my  prodccossor.  Dr,  Follows*  '•""’iri’ 


D  iphther  la  Inc  Ido  ho  o  '"and  M  or  t a  1  Ity 

1938  -  46 

Year 

1  Cases 

Deaths 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944  j 

1945 

1946  1 

-  .  .  ■  ^  ; 

29 

46 

10 

12 

6 

6 

5 

4 

4 

3 

2 

0 

o 

1 

0 

0 

1  ; 

0  j 

The  effects  of  irruaunisation  have  been  shovm  in  Rerir^itch  as  •; 
throughout  the  country,  by  a  marked  reduction  in  Doth  the  incidence 
and  the  mortality  from  diphtheria*  At  the  samo  time  the  agO" 
incidence  of  the  disease  has  risen;  once  a  disease  of  young  children, 
it  is  now ’a  disease  of  adolescents  and  young  adu; Vt.s .•  This  is  an 
advantage,  for  diphtheria  is  more  serious  in  younger  children.  The 
main  reason  for  the  raised  agO"incidorico  is  that  whereas  so  many 
of  the  younger  children  are  proter  hed^  most  adu.lt s  are  not^  There 
is  however  accumulating  evidence  that  the  of foot  of  immunisation 
wanes  gradually  as  the  child  gets  older;  it  wou?-d  bo  surprising  if 
this  wore  not  so*  Consoquontly  parents  aro  now  advised  to  have 
their  children  re-ir.ir.iuni sod  on  enter ing  school.^  In  the  case  of  a 
child  imr.mnised  at  or  before  the  age  of  12  months,  the  opt  imam: ‘age- • 
for  this  so-callod  ’’booster”  (or  reinforcing)  dose  is  five  years* 

In  the  autumn  of  1946  Head  Teachers  of  Redditch  schools  were 
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aclvlsod  as  to  tho  dosirabllity  of  this  ro^^lr.'in’unisat lon^  and  with 
their  co-operation  and  that  of  the  parents  a  largo  nunboj?  of  children 
v;ere  re-in>minis6d9  At  the  same  tine,  by  ajarangenont  with  the  County 
Medical  Officer^  a  schoino  was  introduced  to  offer  ro-lmmnlsatlon  to 
all  children  in  Irjfant  Schools  at  the  tiiio  of  their  first  school 
nodical  oxanination* 

Tho  disease  nost  frequently  notified  was  scarlet  fovogt 
was  of  a  mild  typo  and  oases  were  spaced  e qualiy  't'lir' ouif^out  tho  yoor; 
nor  v/ere  they  localised  to  any  one  part  of  the  town»  *5'!.'ius  there  waa 
a  prcvalonoc,  rather  than  an  epldoinic,  of  the  dlsoase* 

Moaslcs^  was  conspicuously  absent,  following  a  pronouncod 
cp idcnTc  in  iTne  v/inter  of  1944-5* 

As  regards  non-notlf iablo  Infectious  disease,  Infornation  is 
naturally  inconplete^  Influenza”  became  widely  prevalent  -  during 
January  and  February,  ancT  agaTn  in  December:  it  appears  to  have 
been  of  a  mild  type,  with  little  tendency  to  pnemonia  or  other 
coiaplicatlona  ‘The  December  outbreak  was  characterised  chiefly  by 
bronchitis:  it  oocurrod  as  a  definite  epidonlo  among  tlie  children 
In 'one  of  the  Nursery  Schools,  and  in  them  tho  bronchitis  followed 
upon  an  initial  gastro -intestinal  upset*  Epidemlo  .laundice  also 
affected  this  Nnrsory  School  during  tho  w  in  tor  of  l94'5»^  /  ^nd  thero 
is  some  evidence  that  it  v;as  during  the  same  period  generally  prevalent 
in  the  town:  one  v/ould  IJ.ke  to  see  this  by  no  means  trivial  Infootioua 
disease  made  compulsorily  notifiable. 

Scabies 

As  reported  last  year,  there  was  a  considerable  provalonco  of 
this  contagious  skin-disease  in  Rodditch  in  1945,  and  it  was 
accordingly  proposed  to  open  a  Scabies  !3h’eatmont  6ontr6  at  which 
ontire  households  could  receive  simultaneous  treatment*  There  was 
however  difficulty  in  obtaining  suitable  premises;  and  so ’as  an 
interim  measure  a  sohomo  of  homo -treatment 'v/as  introduoodt  This 
sohono  was 'described  in  last  year*s  report,  with  a  preliminary  noto 
on  results .  During  1946  it  become  increasingly  apparent  that  the 
soheno  of  domiciliary  treatment  was  adequate  to  deal  v/lth  tho 
^.roblcn  of  scabies  in  Redditch,  and  accordingly  the  idea  of  a  special 
Treatment  Centro  was  dropped* 

Tlio  success  of  the  schemo  surpassed  expectation  in  two 
important  respects o  Firstly,  it  was  thought  tliat  there  might  bo 
some  difficulty  in  pursuading  entire  households  to  undergo  treatment: 

5,n  practice  there  can  -  Judging  by  results  -  have  been  but  few 
defaulters  in  this  respect,-  and  this  is  a  tribute  to  the  tact  and 
efficiency  of  the  Nursing  Assistant  (d  member  of  tho  County  Council^ 
staff  )■  engaged  in  tho  work.  Secondly,  ’*rela.poes‘’  were  very  few 
indeed*  All  cases  arc  followed  up  at  one  and  five  v/eeks  after 
troatmont:  the  first  re-examination  provides  evidence  that  treatment 
has  been  carried  out  and  enables  tho  Medical  Officer  to  ro«*admlt 
children  to  school;  and  the  second  examination  alr:is  at  ascertaining  • 
tliat  cure  is  complete*  ’’Relapse”  is  duo  either  to  failure  of 
treatment  or  to  re-infestation*  Tlie  examination  at  five  weeks  Is 
believed  to  be  adequate  to  exclude  the  former;  but  of  course  ro^ 
infestation  -  from  an  untreated  contact  or  from  the  original  source 
of.  infestation  -  can  ocotir  at  any  time*  Fourteen  households  wore' 
followcd-up  at  a  tir.ic  varying  from  3  to  15  months  after  treatment, 
and  no  case  of  ro-inf cstatlon  v;as  discovered;  they  were  selected 
cases  where  the 'patient ^ s  skin  was  not  perfectly  clear  one  month 
after  treatment* 

Cases  wore  treated  under  the  Scheme  during  1946,  as  follows 


Households  55 
Known  oasos  125 
Contacts  155 
Total  persons  280 


'  ,’^RolapSG”  ;poo^lrred’ in  two  cases,  at  intervals  of  3  weeks 
and  4.'npnths  respootively  after  treatment;  the  first  must  bo  "  ■ 
pros-umod  a  probable"  failure  of  treatment,  while  the  second  was 
almost  certainly  a“  re-infestation.  In  each  case  a  second  treatment 
of  the  household  was  successful. 

A  dlr6ct  and  obvious  benefit  of  organised  treatment  for  this 
troublesome  condition  has  been  a  groat  reduction  in  time  lost  from 
school.  It  has  very  rarely  been  necessary  to  exclude  a  child  for 
2nore  than  seven  days;  children  with  long-standing  scabies  may  still 
show' evidence  of  the  disease  at  the  end  of  this  time,  but  no  live 
itch-mites  are  to  be  fovind  and  the  condition  is  no  longer  contagious*. 

It 

Pediculosis* 

The  problem  of  head-lice  in  school-children  is  very  inadequately 
met 'by  tlie  powers  g i v e n  T o  T3ie  Education  Authority  under  the  Education 
Act, 1944.  To  cleanse  a  child  of  lice  requires  care,  skill ‘and 
yorsistence,  but  it  can  be  done:  to  keep  it  clear  of  lice,  if  the 
adults  and  older  children  at  home  are  infested  and  remain  untreated, 
is  impossible.  So  the  problem  of  head-lice,  like  that  of  scabies,  can 
bo  solved  only  by  treating  the  whole  household  as  a  unit;  there  are 
legal  powers  to  do  this  under  the  Scabies  Order.  Vi/hen  the  success 
of  the  home -treatment  scheme 'for  scabies  made  the  opening  of  a  Scabies 
Treatment  Centre  unnecessary,  it  was  decided  to  defer  also  the 
provision  of  a  Cleansing  Centre  for  lice,  since  it  was  doubtful 
whether  there  would  be ‘work  enough  to  justify  a  Centro  for  the  one 
purpose  only.  Instead,  the  success  of  the  scabies  scheme  prompted  the 
Council  to  introduce  -  experimentally  and  for  a  limited  period  -  a 
scheme  for  the  domiciliary  treatment  of  families  with  head-lice  on 
exactly  the  same  lines  as  that  for  scabies.  Hair-cream  containing 
5%  D.D.T.  is  supplied  from  the  Clinic  without  charge  for  initial 
treatment,  and  typed  instructions  are  given  and  verbally  explained 
by  the  Nursing  Assistant.  This  procedure  was  adopted  in  September 
1946 1  by  v;ay  of  preliminary  report  the  following  comments  are 
apposite 

(1)  Co-operation  is  loss  readily  forthcoming  than  in  the  case  of 
scabies.  It  waul'd  soon 'that  wlfllb  the" patient  with  the  ”itch*^  is  only 
too  anxious  to  be  cured,  the  subject  of  clironio  head-lOtieo  infestation 
xs  sometimes  totally  indifferent  to  the  condition. 

(2)  The  perfect  treatment  has  yet  to  bo  found.  One  has  found  nowly- 
hatched  lice  alive  in  heads  soaked' in  D.D.T.  hair-cream:  probably  they 
would  have  died  within  a  few  hours,  but  it  is  clear  that  the  nits 
(eggs)  arc  unaffected  by  D.D.T. 

(3)  Despite  those  considerations,  head-lice  are  bocamlng  increasingly 
rarer  among  Reddltch  school-children;  fewer  children  are  infested,  and 
the  individual  children  are  much  less  heavily  infested.  A  few  children 
have  to  be  kept  under  constant  observation  as  ’'chronic  offenders”  : 
these  children  have  always  a  few  nits,  but  only  once  in  every  few 
weeks  are  they  found  harbouring  live  lice.  The  significance  of  this  is 
great;  for  it  is  believed  that  before  the  modern  insecticides  were 
introduced  these  relatively  few  children  served  as  a  focus  from  which’ 
largo  numbers  of  other  school-children  were  being  repeatedly  Infested, 
needing  constant  vigilance  by  all  parents. 

No  cases  of  body-louse  or  crab-louse  infestation  were  reported 
during  the  year. 


Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis  is  notifiable  to  the  District  Council,  and  Officers 
of  tho  Public  Health  Department  visit  to  advise  as  to  measures  to 
"^rovent  the  spread  of  tho  disease  as  in  tho  case  of  other  infectious 
diseases.  Similarly  homos  are  visited  whore  death  duo  to  tuberculosis 
has  occurred. 
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The  Tuberculosis  Servico,  for  diu^tiosls,  trcafcnent^  aftor»*6are, 
examination  of  contacts,  etc*,  is  provided  by  the  County  Council* 

Tuberculosis  Incidence  and  Mortality  during;  1946 ♦ 


New  Cases 


Pulmonary 

Non-  t 

Pulmonary  : 

. . .  r 

1 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M* 

P. 

M* 

p. 

M* 

P* 

M* 

p. 

0  •“ 

«  «  « 

•  *  • 

0 

0 

0 

0  : 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1  - 

•  •  • 

1 

0 

0 

0  i 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2  - 

•  •  • 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5  - 

*  •  » 

0 

0 

0 

0  : 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15  - 

^  V  » 

•  •  • 

4 

1 

0 

1  1 

0 

1 

0 

,  0 

25  - 

••  •  • 

2 

2 

0 

0  ! 

1 

2 

0 

0 

35  ~ 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

45  " 

A.J*  • 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

55  - 

•  •  • 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

65  and 

over 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

» 

• 

,  ,   - . 

TOTALS 

s  •• 

11 

5 

0 

t 

1  1 

5 

4 

1 

1 

Deaths 


‘The  number  of  oases  on  the  Register  on  December  3lst*1946 
was  :- 


\ 

\ 

,1 

M* 

P. 

- 1 

Total 

Pulmonary 

51 

44 

105 

Non-Pulmomry 

6 

9 

15 

TOTAL 

67 

53 

120 

Total  on  Deoambor 
51st*  1945* 

95 

16 


111 


Your  obedient  servant, 

•  •  •  • 

L,J.  BACON,  M.A.,  M.D.,  D.P,II., 


Modlcal  Officer  of  Health, 


REPORT  OP  THE  SANIT/iRY  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1946 « 


To  tho  Chairman  -  and  Members  of  the 

Redditch  Urban  District  Councilo 


Mrs©  Houfton  and  G^ntlemen^ 

■‘- .  ■  to  .  .  H  b-CiG  ;tii,-i^3os:eiQu...xi^^  :oi^tli  .^mnrtal..  retpQrta.fXii<3, 
Yn  ^olng  so  I  am  reminded  of  tho  iniprovoments  that  are  necessary 
in  tho  town  from  a  public  health  point  “of  view  but  which  are 
delayed  by  tho  brake  on  civil  building©  As  necessary  as  that  may 
the  deterioration  of  the  condition  of  dwelling  houses  is  bound 
.;o  follow©  Wo  are  today  in  tho  unfortunate  position  of  having  to 
rofuso  applications  for  a  licence  to  improve  the  public  health 
standards  of  habitation  which  is  normally  diamotically  opposed  to 
our  usual  practice*  This  dormant  period  in  public  health  progress 
reacts  mostly  on  the  people  who  live  in  unfit  houses  and  where 
sanitation  is  of  the  prhnitivo  type.  At  present,  all  we  can  do  is 
to  patch  and  repair  with  the  minbrium  of  materials  and  substitutes 
available,  and  to  carry  out  improvements  we  know  are  necessary  as 
the  opportunity  ’  occurs  9  A  summary  of  the  work  of  tho  department 
is  as  follows 


Animals  Kept 

Complaints 

Dairies 

Disinfection 

Disinfestation  - 

t 

Drainage 

D^volllng  houses*- 


Inspections  © 

■<  — -Jf 


Piggeries  o««  •o« 

Stables  « . ,  ' '  • .  • 

P owls pigeons,  etc©,  ••• 

Total  Noc  invest  Igatod/f  * . 

Cov;shcds  ©oo  o«« 

Daar  ios  « <»  •  ©  «» • 


Ho©  of  houses  disinfected 

No©  of  other  buildings  disinfected 


NOo  of  houses  infested  with 
•fleas  and  bugs  ©•« 


No,”  of  drains  found  choked 
No©  of  drains  found  defective 
No©  of  drains  tested 
Visits  to  works  in  progress 


282 

11 

45 

181 

116 

38 

67 

3 


23 

45 

11 

17 

69 


No©  inspected  re  repairs©  227 

Re-inspections  s©*  323 

Inspections  re  overcrowding  18 

Noo  found  dirty  • • •  23 

No,  found  verminous  •••  23 

Inspections  made  re  applications 
for  building  llcenoos  © • ,  577 


Infectious  Diseases  Visits  re  scarlet  fever# 

”  ”  diphtheria  • • • 

other  diseases 

Factories  -  V/ith  moclianisod  power  o## 

Without  mochanisod  power. 
Bakohopsos  .«• 


Pood  Premises  -  Butchers^  Shops 

Preparation  of  potted  moat  etc. 
Manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream 
Samples  of  ice  cream  taken  for 
chemical  &  bacter ioligical 
examination.  ,  , , 


41 

4 

27 

34 

8 

12 

87 

4 

83 


28 


I 


Pood  Premises 


M iso G llano ous 
Visits 

Shops .Acts . 

Tents,  vans,’ 
sheds,  etc* 

Water  supplies 


Fruiterers  •••  10 

Pishmongers  and  fried  fish  shops  14 
Restaurants  and  cafe  kitchens  7 
Samples  of  milk  taken  for 
bacter lolocical  examination.  62 

Noe  of  visits  not  otherwise 
classified 

m  •  9  •••,  •  0  0  0  •  • 


215 

19 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


18 


Visits  to  premises  re  wells  23 

NOe  of  samples  taken  •••  15 


Total  No.  of  inspections...  2,555 


IMPROVMENTS. 


Houses  generally  repaired 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

83 

Wash-houses  repaired 

•  #  • 

•  •  • 

18 

Water  closets  repaired  or 

renewed 

0  0  0 

41 

Additional  v/ater  closets  provided 

0  0  0 

10 

Houses  cleansed 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

27 

Verminous  premises  disinfested... 

0  0  0 

23 

Drains  reconstructed 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

10 

Choked  drains  cleared 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

27 

Dustbins  provided 

9  0  0 

0  0  0 

63 

Accumulations  removed 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

4 

Cesspools  emptied 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

8 

Cesspools  abolished 

C  »  0 

0  0  0 

2 

Vifells  abolished  and  mains 

supplied 

laid  on 

2 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS  AND  FLEAS. 


Ninetoon  houses  wore  found  to  be  Infested  with  bed  bugs.  D.D.T. 
is  now  used  for  disinfestation.  The  promises  dealt  with  have  been 
kept  under  observation  and  only  in  one*  case  was  a  second  treatment' 
■necessary.  Pour  houses  infested  with  fleas  were  dealt  with.  A'^ain, 
j.D.T.  is  used  and  it  v/as  found  to  be  very  effective.  Second 
treatments  were  not  necessary.  It  is  essential  v;hen  dealinr^  with 
verminous  premises,  particularly  in  the  case  of  fleas,  that  the 
occupier  thoroughly  cleanse  the  house  and  the  tenant  is  instructed 
accordingly. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  Register  contains  94  Retail  Purveyors  and  80  VWiolesalo 
Traders  and  Producers  of  which  4  are  tuberctilin  tested  and  11 
accredited  producers.  Redditch  is  also  supplied  with  tuberculin 
tested  milk  from  tliree  farms  in  the  Bromsgrove  Rural  Area,  ntinoly 
Cofton  Richards,  Weights  and  Tack  farms.  The  percentage  of  tuberculin 
tooted  milk  is  increasing  and  is  now  11^  of  the  milk  supplied. 

of  the  milk  is  sold  as  pasteurised  or  sterilised  and  the  remaining 
29;;^  as  raw  undesignatod  milk© 

A  number  of  complaints  arc  received  of  the  poor  keeping  quality 
f  milk  supplied  by  some  retailers  in  the  town.  Invariably,  the 
complaints  refer  to  milk  produced  outside  the  area  and  the  local 
authority  concerned  is  notified  of  these  complaints,  after  which, 
some  improvement  is  noted.  Producers,  at  isolated  farms  particularly, 
could  Improve  the  keeping  quality  of  their  milk  if  they  regularly 
itorilizod  their  utensils  and  churns  and  kept  the  churn  cool  until 
collected.  It  is  a  common  sight  throughout  the  country  to  see 
clL-Torns  on  road  platforms,  in  the  full  glare  of  the  sun,  waiting  for 
collection. 


Liconcos  rp^’antcd  d-ai'5.nc  tho  ydar  under  tho  Milk  (Spocial 
Dcsicnations )  Order  are  as  follov/ss»» 

Pa^^teur iscd  (to  bet. tie  and  sell)  1 

'Puberculin  Tested  (Dealers)  2 

Pasto'urisod  (Dealers)  8 

62  samples  of  rnilk^.  28  pasteurised^  31  tuberculin  tested  and 
1  undesi^nated,  wore  taken  for  examinationa  All  of  them  were 
satisfactory* 


V/ATER  SUPPLIES, 

Water  is  supplied  throur^out  the  district  by  Tho  East 
Worcestershire  Vfetorworks  Company  who  supply  water  to  tho  Council 
in  bulk  for  distribution  to  Astwood  Bank  and  Pockonham^  two  samples 
■•>f  mains 'water  in  circulation  wore  taken  and  satisfactory  reports 
'''oivedo  Approximately  li-0  promises.,  including  outlying  farms 
and  dwellings  obtain  their  water  from  wells*  At  least  40^  of  those 
are  shallow  wells  subject  to  surface  pollution^  Two 'such  wells  wore 
abolished  diJirlng  tho  year  and  mains  ' supplies  laid  on®  Samples 'wore 
taken  from  wells  situated  at  Ipsloy,  Clayfiolds^  V/adbury  Hill, 
Bi'ookhilljp  Alcester  Roadj,  Pockonlirm  said  Wliito  House  Farm,  Hunt  End* 
Adverse  reports  wore  received  in  each  case  and  all  occupiers  wore 
advised  to  boil  all  drinking  water  until  a  more  suitable  supply  can 
bo  provide da 

Mr«  Po  H«  Bullock,  Water  Engineer,  Eaot--Worcostersh^e 
'-^'Uworks  Company  informs  mo  that  during  1946  the  follov;ing  extensions 
d  v/ater  mains  was  carried  out«s 


E;iM*206*A. 

94 

yards 

of  4”  main. 

Batohlcy  Road,  Redd itch* 

E*M*253i» 

59 

n 

:t  /IT  IS 

.X 

Vialkwood  Road,  Hunt  End* 

E,M*248, 

48 

11 

1!  '?t5  !5 

O 

Off  Meadow  Hill  Road,  Rodditch* 

E»Mc255«. 

100 

u 

IJ  2” 

Watery  Lane,  Off  Studley  Road, 

Rodditch* 


MEAT  AND  OILIER  POODS. 


(a)  Moat  supplied  in  tho  town  is  received  from  tho  government 
controlled  slaughterhouse  at  Alcester  at  which  all  food  animals 
have  been  slaughtered  since  lOiO* '  Tho  meat  is  transported  to  the 
chops,  the  arrangements  for  which,  tho  Ministry  of  Pood  are 
•  'sponsiblo,  A  number  of  inspections  were  made  of  the  meat  delivery 
vi'an  during  the  year  and  it  was  found  on  some  occasions  that  the 
cleanliness  of  the  vehicle  was  unsatisfactory*  The  floor  of  tho 
\;ohiclo  is  frequently '  cont  am  ins.  tod  by  the  attendants  boots  and  in 
vehicles  of  this  typo,  all  meat  should  bo  wrapped*  Frequent 
com.plaints  are  made  by  butchers  of  tho 
condition  of  tho  meat  delivered  to  tho 
CoiTimitteo  after  considering  a  report  I 

meeting  decided  to  forward  it  to  tho  Ministry  of  Pood*  It  is 
necessary  to  keep  tho  moat  delivery  van  under  con.stant  supervision^ 
209  notifications  we.ro  rocoivod  of  tho  slaugiiter  of  cottagers  pigs, 
of  wh5.oh  were  inspoctodo  llao  following  is  a  list  of  the 
'^vjuffs  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 


dirty  and  contaminated 
shops  and  tho  Health 
submitted  to  the  December 


Tinned  Milk  « , 

0  e 

172 

1;  ins 

Tinned  Pish  e - 

«?>  0  0 

87 

ST 

Tinned  Meat 

5o 

11 

Tinned  Vegetables  ,  r.  o 

0  o  c 

82 

IT 

Tinned  Pru.lt  .  o  o 

v>  o  ^ 

5 

tt 

Sausage  , « 

0  A  t# 

136 

Ibso 

Pork  pics  0,0 

^  e  0  • 

84 

• 

Steak  pies  <> « , 

•  A  « 

66 

«• 

G-rosvenor  pie 

•  A  4 

9f 

1^3. 

Meat  ,  0 « 

^  A  e 

198 

li 

J 


i 

r 


••23 


Plgd  hoads  Sc  plucks  ••• 
Pish 

Jam  . . , 

Confectionary  Chocolate 
Bac  on  ... 

Fruit  • •  • 

Cheese  • • . 

Ham  •  •  • 

Flovir  , . , 

Black  Puddin{^  « . . 

Pish  Cakes  « •  • 

Eggs 


•  • .  200  IhSo 

.  o .  25  " 

* . .  198 

. ..  108i  •’ 

. . .  175  " 

. . .  3  » 

. . .  29  ** 

• • .  286  " 

. . ,  46  » 

.  • .  144  •' 

• . .  165 


Cb)  ICE  CREAM, 

38  premises  are  registered ' to  retail  ice  cream  and  of  these 
16  are  registered  to  manufacture#  During  the  year  83  inspections 
7;ore  made  and  28  samples  taken  for  analysis#  It  was  noted  in  the 
first  dozen  samples  taken  that  fx)rar  had  high  plate  dounts  and  B# 
Coli  was  present  in  1/lOOOth#  of  a  ml#  in  6  samples ^  1/Vith  no 
official  standard  of  cleanliness  it  v;as  considered  that  samples 
having  a  plate  count  exceeding  200,000  and  B#  Coli  present  in  less 
than  1/lOth#  ml#  wore  cases  whore  improvement  was  necessary#  Some 
improvement  will" bo  noted  in  the  later  samples#  The  results  compare 
favourably  with  the  sampling  carried  out  throughout  the  country# 

The  analysis  of  the  samples  is  as  follows 


1  Sample 
i  No# 

i 

1 

i 

Name  and 
address. 

Organisms 
growing  'on 

Agar  at  37 ^C 
in  two  days# 

Coliform 

organisms 

Pat  1 

! 

E .Me Taylor, 

•  • 

Present  in 

1 

i 

^  15 

104, Rectory  Road# 

•  •  • 

150^000 

1  Sc  1/1 0  th# 

ml# 

1.1 

J,w; Brazil, 

• 

Present  in 

1 

104,Birchf  ield.Rd# 

30,000 

1  ml# 

l.a; 

16 

Redditoh  U#D.C# 

45,000 

Absent 

7#1 

17 

C.H.Willlams,  "  ' ' 
49,Alcester  St«, 

320,000 

Absent 

2.3 

18 

Milk  Bar, 

25,000 

Present  In 

0#2 

Evesham  Street# 

1/I000th«mle 

- 

19 

W#Ames, 

840,000 

Present  in 

2a  0 

16, Market  Place, 

. 

1/lOOOthoml# 

20 

HoCanham, 

23,500 

Present  in 

0#1  j 

Alcoster  Street# 

• 

1/I0th#ml# 

• 

21 

m#m;nowc11. 

92,000 

Present  in 

0#1 

-- 

95b, Mount  Pleasant, 

l/1000th#ml# 

• 

27 

Woolworths, 

Nil 

Nil 

9.9  1 

Market  Plg,ce, 

per  .ml# 

per  ml# 

• 

28 

Mrs# Laity, 

n.ip^  poo 

Present  in 

3.2 

10, Mount  Pleasant, 

• 

l/1000th#ml# 

■  — 

29 

T#P. Ellis, ‘ 

920,000 

Present  In  ’ 

2.6 

The  Parade, 

• 

1/1 00  Otti.nl. 

• 

30 

Cressv;ell, 

1,000,000 

Present  in 

3,5 

Studley.Rgad, 

l/l000bh#ml# 

J 

31 

lies#  Laity, 

22,000 

Present ' in’ 

1#2  ; 

* 

1 

i 

1 

i 

10, Mount  Pleasant, 

l/lOOth.nl. 

i 

1 

t 

( 

i 

I 

1 

-24- 


Sample 

No. 

1  Name  and 

Address 

j  Organisms 
growing  on 
Agar  at  37^ 
in  two  days 

!  Coliform 
organisms 

Pat 

% 

32 

Lyons  -  Mar pie 

14,000 

Absent  in 

8#3 

292, Evesham  Road- • 

• 

1  ml# 

• 

33 

Gregory, Grove  St#, 

9,800 

Absent  in 

4#1 

1  ml# 

■ 

39 

D.S. Williams,  ’ 

1,000 

Absent  in 

4#1 

Alcester  Street# 

• 

1  ml# 

. 

40 

Ores swell. 

88,000 

Absent  in 

3#0 

Studley  Road# 

* 

1  ml# 

• 

41 

M#M# Newell, 

115,000 

Present  in  1 

0#2 

Mount . Pleasant, 

• 

&  1/I0th#ml# 

1 

49 

Ellis,  The  Parade# 

240,000 

Present'  in' 

3.4 

• 

• 

1/1 00th#  ml# 

• 

50 

Ames,  Market  Place# 

320,000 

Present ' in' 

2.9 

»  ■>  # 

• 

l/100th»ml# 

• 

56 

E#M# Taylor, 

80,000 

Present  in 

2#2 

Rectory  Road, 

-  «»  • 

• 

l/lOOOthiml# 

57 

J#W. Brazil, 

4,000 

Present  in 

2#4 

58 

104,Birchf iold  Road 

S#Vi^ilkinsoh, 

50,000 

1  ml# 

Present  in' 

2#6 

Mason  Road# 

• 

l/lOOth.ral, 

• 

61 

E# Dixons ’Ltd#, 

1,  000 

Absent  in 

4#0 

M  ilk  Bar ,  Eve  sham  St  # , 

1  ml# 

. 

62 

H#Canham, Alcester  St#, 

8,500 

Present  in 

0#2 

1  ml.Absohf 
in  l/10th#ml# 

69 

Reddltch 

140,000 

Present  in ' 

1#7 

British  Restaurant 

»  f 

l/l00tlT.#ml# 
Absent  in 
l/lOOOth# ml# 

71 

D.S#Williams, 

160,000 

Present  in  1 

4#2 

47, Alcester  Street# 

ml#  Absent  3n 
1/1 0  th#  ml# 

72 

R#M#Marios, 

280,000 

Absent  in 

6#0 

32, Alcester  Street, 

1  ml# 

RODENT  CONTROL, 

The  County  Council  have  delegated  their*  powers  under  the 
Infestation  Order  to  the  Council  with  the  exception  of  agricultural 
prenisos  which  arc  dealt  with  by  the  V/ar  Agricultural  Committee# 
Infestations  found  on  farms  and  smallholdings  are  referred  to  thorn 
for  treatment  and  if  disinfestations  are  being  carried  out  on 
adjoining  private  or  business  premises  the  pest  officers  of  the 
V/ar  Agricultural ’Committee  co-ordinate  to  cari’y  out  their  treatments 
at  the  same  timo* 

Local  authority  premises  such  as  refuse  tips 'and  sewage  works 
are  regularly  inspected  and  treated  when  necessary#  During  the 
period  under  roviow  a  total  of  3,305  promises  were  inspected 


7 


cariprising  2^969  private  dwellings^  316  business  premises  and 
20  Local  Authority  premises#  Of  these,  2,991  premises,  comprising 
2,749  private  dwellings,  236  business  premises  and  6  Local  Authority 
premises  wore  Inspected  under  the  Domestic  Premises  Survey  Scheme# 

In  all,  20  Major  Infestations  and  359  Minor  Infestations  of  Rats 
and  12  Minor  Infestations  of  Mice  were  discovered#  Of  these,  8 
Major  and  317  Minor  Infestations  of  Rats  and  7  Infestations  of  Mice 
were  found  during  the  Domestic  Premises  Survey# 

Treatment# 

A  total  of  20  major  and  117  minor  infestations  of  rats  and 
12  minor  infestations  of  mice  wore  successfully  treated  during  the 
year  leaving  a  balance  of  242  minor  infestations  of  rats  to  be  dealt 
with#  The  number  of  treatments  carried  out  since  the  adoption  of 
the  Domestic  Promises  Survey  Scheme  being  17  major  and  99  minor 
infestations  of  rats  and  8  minor  infestations  of  mice;  those  figures 
are  included  in  the  total  nuraber  of  treatments  mentioned  above# 

Sewer  Maintenance# 

4  V 

Two  Sewer  Maintenance  Treatments  were  carried  out  during  tho 
year  involving  tho  baiting  of '415  manholes'o  The  system  adopted  on 
each  treatment  was  as  follows®  ► 

Areas  found  infested  during  the  previous  treatment  were  again 
baited  plus  ten  per  cent  of  the  manholes  not  included  in  such 
previous  treatment#  In  cases  whore  a  complete  ’’take”  of  the  bait 
'■■•curred  the  manhole  affected,  together  with  two  manholes  on  each 
_.ide  of  it,  were  baited  for  two  days  with  ordinary  bait  and  poisoned 
bait  was  then  laid  on  tho  third  dayo  Where  there  was  only  a  partial 
^^takc"  the  manhole  affected, together  with  one  manhole  on  each  side 
of  it,  were  treated  in  ah  exactly  similar  manner©  157  manholes  were 
baited  during  the  first  maintenance  treatment  and  258  during  tho 
second  treatment# 


SANITARY  ACGQLIMODATION. # 

(a)  Number  of  pail  closets  converted  into 

water  closets  7 

Number  of  trough  closets  converted  into 


water  closets 

- 

Nil 

Analysis  of  sanitary 
the  end  of  1946 

accommodation  at 

Water  closets 

5326 

Aut  omat ica lly 
flushed  V/#C3# 

357 

Waste  water -Closets 

16 

Shop  closets 

97 

Pail  closets 

472 

Earth  closets 

17 

During  heavy  storms  it  is  found  that  sowago  back  pounds  from 
tho  gullies  and  water  closets  of  tho  houses  at  tho  lowest  levels  in 
the  Moadway  and  Rookery  Road,  Ileadlnss  Gross#  An  Inspection  was 
made  of  these- premises  on  the  8tho  Sop bomber, 1946  and  a  report  was 
submitted  to  the  Health  Committee  hold  on  tho  11th#  September#  It 
v/as  decided  to  refer  tho  matter  to  tho  Public  V/orks  Committee  for 
their  consideration,  but  up  to  tho  present,  no  improvement  has  boon 
effected# 

During  tho  year,  2518  yards  of  9**  and  1959  yards  of  6”  foul 
sower  pipes  were  laid  on  the  Mayfields  Estate# 


(t>)  Pall  Closot  Gonvorsl.ona, 


Detail  Inspections  wore  made  of  all  pail  closets  involving 
210  houses,  whore  the  sower  is  available*  Information  has  been 
collated  and  recorded  including  a  plan  of  each  dwelling  or  block 
of  buildings  and  the  suggested  drainage  for  the  conversions*  During 
the  year  7  pail  closets  v/oro  abolished  and  separate  *  water-closets 
provided  for  the  ton  houses  involved*  In  each  case,  each  house 
v/as  also  provided  with  an  internal  water  supply*  A  scheme  cannot 
be  hnplomentod  at  present  to  convert  the  remaining  pail  closets 
because  of  the  acute  shortage  of  materials,  but  every  effort  is 
bolng  made  to  convert  pail  closets  where  the  premises  are  not 
provided  with  separate  accommodation* 

The  Council  regularly  empty  323  pall  closets  provided  for 
341  promises*  The  majority  of  these  houses  have  separate 
vccommodation  and  38  promises  have  common  accommodation  (20  pails)* 

Of  the  341  premises  remaining,  200  can  bo  connected  to  thd 
sower,  and  of  the  141  promises  whore  the  sower  is  not  available, 

56  can  bo  connected  to  the  sewers  whore  reasonable  extensions  are 
carried  out* 


AMBULANCE. 


The  Council  decided  to  provide  a  free  ambulance  service  for 
50  miles  return  journey  after  which  the  charge  is  l/«  per  mile* 

Tills  applies  to  Reddltch  residents  and  contributors  to  the  Smallwood 
Hospital  Saturday  Fund  who  reside  outside  the  Urban  Area*  Otherwise, 
the  charge  is  1/7 d*  per  mile*  A  Mutual  Aid  Scheme  is  provided 
botv;con  Rodditoh,  Bromsgrove  and  Droitwlch* 


The  Ambulance  Account  for  the  year  ending  3lst*  March, 1947  is 


i.s  follows  i** 

■ 

• 

• 

• 

£* 

a* 

d* 

Wages 

712* 

12. 

10, 

C  ontr  ibu  1 1  on  fr  am 

• 

Maintenance  8c  Repairs. 

136* 

10* 

4, 

Hospital  Board,,,.  550* 

0, 

0*' 

riant  &  Depreciation* 

170* 

0* 

0* 

Pees**  246*  18*  8* 

"^irst  Aid  Equipment, 

13, 

8* 

10* 

Lesg 

written 

Laundry  « •  • 

2* 

14* 

6* 

of  • . .  135*  4*  2* 

*  V 

Insurances  * • « 

12* 

2* 

7* 

•  - -  111* 

10* 

6* 

Petrol 

176* 

1* 

8* 

661* 

10* 

6* 

Telephone  ••• 

44* 

16* 

7* 

Deficiency  for 

A,P*S*  &  Miscellaneous. 

11* 

16* 

0# 

year  ,.*  742* 

9* 

6* 

Alteration  to  Oarage  , 

14. 

2* 

11# 

Oas , Ele  c  tr ic Ity ' and 

• 

• 

- 

Water  * ,  • 

25. 

10* 

8, 

Rates  Sc  Taxes  *  •  • 

8* 

8* 

0. 

National  Insurances. 

12* 

r-l 

7* 

Eire  of  /imbulanco* 

13* 

0* 

6* 

£1 

,404* 

0* 

0* 

£1,404* 

0* 

0* 

4 


% 

Roport  on  cases  dealt  with  for  the  year  1946 


18^355  Miles  were  covered  by  the  Ambulance  car* 

96  Accident  oases  vjero  attended  to. 

179  Medical  "  »  '»  » 

428  Surgical  "  ”  ”  ” 

129  Maternity  ”  ”  ” 

1  Mental  ”  ”  ”  “ 

3  Coroner^s  ”  ”  ”  “ 

Making  a  TOTAL  of  764  cases  attended  and  conveyed 
to  various  Hospitals,  convoying  861  patients* 

34  oases  convoyed  for  WorcSoCounty  Council,  P.A.D. 
Nil  "  ”  “  V/arcs.  ”  P.A.C. 

73  Night  service  cases  attended* 

Amount  duo:-  £217*  7*  8d« 

Remarks:-  District  Nurse  on  77  Maternity  Cases 

and  1  Surgical  Case* 

B.S.A.  convoyed  ono  case* 


HOUSING. 

INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING-HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR , 


(1)  (a)  Total  mmbor  of  dwelling -houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (undor  Public  Health 
or  Kous ing  Acts )  . . .  • • «  ... 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 


(2)  (a)  Niimbor  of  dwelling-houses  ( included  undor 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  wore  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932,. 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose.. 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  bo  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  of  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation.. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub¬ 
head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation. • 


448 

544 


Nil 

Nil 


221 


127 


REMEDY  OF  DEF.BG_TS  J/CTIOU^I^SERXI^^^^^  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES . 

\ 

Number  of  defective  dwell ing -houses  ■ 

rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers  .o.  •••  59 

ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POVifERS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

a— ^  *  I*ri**^  W  III  ■■ill  tl  ■  <  < 

(a)  PROCEEDINGS 'UNDER  SECTION  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs.  4 


.28 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling -houses  which  wore  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  Notices 

(a)  By  Owners  .to  •••  4 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 


(b) 


PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 


(1)  Number  of  dwell ing-hous os  in  respect  of  which 
Notices  wore  served  requiring  defoots  to  bo 
romodiod  ...  • . •  • • . 


(2) -Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
wore  remedied  after  service  of  formal  Notices 

( a )  By  Onxiovs  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 


(c)  PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  SECTIONS  11  and  13  OF  THE  HOUSING 

ACT,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling -houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  wore  made..  ••• 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling -houses  demolished  in 

pursixanco  of  Domolition  Orders  ••• 

,1)  PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  SECTION  12  OP  THE  HOUSING  ACT,1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tonomonts  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made  • . •  • • .  •  •  • 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tonomonts  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  wore 
determined, 'the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  •••  ••• 


HOUSING  ACT.  1936.  PART  IV.  OVERCROWDING . 


(b) 

(o) 

(d) 


(1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 
end  of  the  year  • • •  • • •  • • • 

(ii)  Number  of  famillos  dwell5.ng  therein  ••• 
(iii)  Nuraber  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ... 

Number  of  nev/  cases  of  overcrowding 
reported  during  tho  year  • • •  ... 

(i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 
during  the  year  •••  ...  •». 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which 
dwelling-houses  have  again  become  over¬ 
crowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have 
taken  stops  for  tho  abatement  of  over¬ 
crowding  ...  •  •  •  •  •  • 


This  does  not  indicate  tho  true  position  of 
overcrowding  in  tho  district,  and  there  are 
a  largo  number  of  cases  of  which  full  details 
are  not  knovm.  Ov/ing  to  shortage '  of  staff 
it  is  impossible  to  keep  an  up-to-date  record 
of  the  overcrowding  position ‘whore  so  many 
families  aro  changing  houses,  removing  from 
or  to  the  town  every  week. 


24 


24 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Nil 


95 

95 

736 

23 

6 

25 


Nil 


r 


€ 


FACTORIES. 

1#  INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OP  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTH. 


X 


X 


1.  ■.  »■  ■  ..  ■  1.11  1.^1 

Nmber  of 


Promises 

NO©  on 

Written 

Occupiers  ' 

Register 

Inspections 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

(X) 

(2) 

(3) 

(a) 

(5) 

FACTORIES,  with  mechanical 

- 

< 

power.  • 

174 

34 

Nil 

Nil 

FAC  TORIES,  without  mechanical 

power • 

47 

.  8 

Nil 

Nil 

OTIiER  PREMISES,under  the 

Act  (including  works  of 

building  and ‘engineering 

5 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

construction,  but  not 
including  outworkers* 
premises. 


Electrical  Stations  should  be 

reckoned  as  factories. 

TOTAL  :  226 

45 

Nil 

Nil 

2. 

DEFECTS 

POUND. 

Particulars 

(1) 

• 

Number  of  defects* 
Pound.  Remod'iod‘,Rbfori*o5 

to  11,  M, 
Inspector. 

(2)  (3)  (4) 

Number  of 
offences  in 
respect  of 
which 

Prosecutions 

wore 

instituted. 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

3 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Over or  owdlng  ( S , 2 ) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.5)  •*.  ••• 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(3.4)  ...  ... 

'  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  ••• 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Sanitary  donveniences 
( S  •  7 )  Instif  f  ic  lent 

6 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

unsuitable  or 
defective 

11 

11 

Nil 

Nil 

not  separate 
for  sexes 

3 

t 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  offences 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTAL  i 

24 

24 

Nil 

Nil 

BATHING  STATION. 


Since  the  cessation  of  hostilities  the  cleansing  station, 
Evoshajn  Street,  has  boon  opened  on  Wednesday  evenings  and  used  as  a 
bathing  station  for  malos  from  7  -  9  p*m.  It  has  boon  nannod  by 
personnel  from  the  first  party  which  carried  out  civil  defence 
duties  at  the  South  Street  first  aid  post*  The  station  was  also 
used  occasionally  by  troops  in  the  nel^bourhood  and  arrangemonts 
were  made  to  open  the 'station  for  them  when  they  required  it*  Daring 
the  year  there  were  141  attendances. 


I  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Coramltteo  and  my  oolloaguos  for 
their  support  and  assistance  rendered  to  mo  in  the  execution  of  my 
duties* 

I  am,  Mrs.  Houfton  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

G.  H.  CHAMPION, 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector* 
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